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Designed and engineered for the modern footballer, 
the Air Zoom Total 90 Ill features the unique new 
NIKE Phylon mid-sole. This innovetive technology 
provides optimal comfort and superior cushioning 
to allow players to perform at their peak for the 
entire 90 minutes of play. 


Foofball’s evolved — so have we. 
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Welcome 


On behalf of the Chairman Frank Lowy and the Board of Australian 
Soccer, it is with great pleasure that | welcome all the players, 
officials, spectators and special guests to the two matches between 
the Socceroos and Turkey. 

It's been two-and-a-half years since we have had our national 
team play on home soil, so enjoy this unique opportunity to see our 
country’s best players. 

I’m sure you will also relish the chance to see one of the world’s top 
soccer nations, Turkey, who finished third at the 2004 FIFA World Cup. 

We have started an exciting new era for soccer and we hope 
that matches involving the Socceroos against quality international 
nations on our soil become an annual event on the Australian 
sporting calendar. 

I'd to thank the Australian Sports Commission, Avaya, Nike, and 
Hyundai for their continued support. 

Enjoy the match. 


John O'Neill 
Chief Executive Officer 
Australian Soccer 
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COMMON GOALS Australia and Turkey will be 


looking to put their best foot forward in Sydney and 
Melbourne this week. 


A QUESTION OF DEPTH Frank Farina is looking 


to build a Socceroos squad with the depth to match 
its quality. 


KEY INGREDIENT Mark Schwarzer is a crucial 
element of Australia’s World Cup 2006 push. 


FUTURE PERFECT Marco Bresciano’s rapid rise 
has fans — and Frank Farina — salivating. 


AUSTRALIAN PLAYER PROFILES 


PLAYING FOR KEEPS Turkish goalkeeper Rustu 
Recber defends his goal like a warrior. 


TURKISH PLAYER PROFILES 


THE WAY FORWARD A 08A with Australian 
Soccer CEO John O’Neill. 


For entirely different reasons, both 
Australia and Turkey will be looking 
to put their best foot forward in 
Sydney and Melbourne this week. 


STORY Matthew Hall 
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Socceroo youngster Ahmad 
Elrich (below) will get a 
chance to impress in the 
matches against Turkey and 
its Bayer Leverkusen star 
Yildiray Basturk (opposite). 


wo teams with 

something to prove. 

Two teams with an 
eye on the future. Turkey, 
impressively placed third at 
the 2002 World Cup, arrive in 
Australia to face a Socceroo 
squad as desperate as ever to 
qualify for the World Cup and 
make its own mark on sport’s 
biggest stage. 

These two matches raise 
the curtain on Frank 
Farina’s second World Cup 
campaign and announce how 
he intends to tackle a 
challenge that no Australian 
coach has overcome since 
Rale Rasic’s now-legendary 
effort over 30 years ago. 

There is no doubt that 
Australia take on Turkey 
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with a squad that would 
have a different shape had 
the long European season 
not taken its toll on some of 
the biggest Socceroo names. 
Harry Kewell, Mark Viduka 
and Craig Moore are injured 
absentees, while Paul Okon, 
John Aloisi and Tony 
Popovic are among those 
involved in tense end-of- 
season promotion play-offs, 
relegation dogfights, or 
trying to get their teams into 
next season’s UEFA Cup. 
Farina has once more 
faced the build-up to 
important matches with 
questions about who is out 
of his squad rather than in. 
With a positive spin, Farina 
welcomes the opportunity to 


test which up-and-coming 
players have got what it 
takes to face an intense trip 
to South America for the 
2006 World Cup play-off — 
should Farina’s fortunes 
unfold as he hopes. 

“Even though we don’t 
have some of the first-choice 
squad, this is the best 
time for these games,” 
Farina reasons. 

“The Oceania Nations 
Cup starts on May 29 and 
the European leagues have 
just finished. To hold these 
games any later, our 
European-based players 
would have had time off, and 
it’s very difficult once they 
have wound down from their 
season to get back up again.” 


Midfielder Scott Chipperfield 
played a strong game in 
Australia’s last outing 
against South Africa. 


14 or 15 players. These 
boys will have a chance, 
and it’s an opportunity for 
them to put their hands up. 
Opportunities like this don’t 
come along too often, so 
I’m issuing them a challenge 
to perform well and 
show what they can do at 
international! level.” 
Sydney-born Elrich 
exhibits a passion for his 
Socceroo call-up that will be 
welcomed by Farina: “It has 
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The key call-ups have 
been Simon Colosimo and 
Ahmad Elrich as well as 
Olyroo hopefuls Jade North 
(Perth Glory), Patrick 
Kisnorbo (Hearts, Scotland), 
and Adrian Madaschi 
(Partick Thistle). Colosimo 
and Elrich are this World 
Cup’s breakthrough players 
who have the chance to 
cement their place in the 
senior squad with solid 
performances against Turkey. 

“Simon was one of the 
best players on the night 
when we played Venezuela 
earlier in the year,” 

Farina says. 

“T have always said that 
we need a big squad and 
can’t just pin our hopes on 


been my boyhood dream to 
play for Australia. I got a 
taste against Venezuela 
where I got a little bit more 
game time than I expected. 
This is a great buzz.” 
Recovering on the 
sidelines after a knee 
operation, Socceroo defender 
and Rangers captain 
Craig Moore has been 
in a good position to check 
out the rising stars in 
camp. One player who 


Socceroo Josip Skoko rates Real Sociedad striker Nihat Kahveci 
(above) as one of Turkey’s danger men in the coming matches. 


emerging Patrick Kisnorbo 
(right), along with Socceroos 4 


call-up Simon Colosimo 
Turkish midfielder Emin 
Belozoglu (bottom), W 
be key players iS} 
"and Melbourne. 
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has caught his eye is 

former South Melbourne 
defender Kisnorbo, who also 
plays in Scotland. 

Kisnorbo considered his 
dream of playing at the 
Athens Olympics had been 
shattered after he shunned a 
call-up for the qualifiers held 
in Australia earlier this year 
to focus on his club career. 
Recent good form has made 
it impossible for Farina to 
ignore Kisnorbo for the 
under-23s and — now — the 
senior side. 

“I’m not going to advise 
Frank — he knows his job 
better than I do — but one 
player I’ve seen a lot more of 
because he’s been playing in 
Scotland is Patrick 
Kisnorbo,” says Moore. 

“He’s a natural central 
defender, but he’s played 
everywhere else but there 
for Hearts and has acquitted 
himself very well.” 

Moore welcomes the 
development of the squad 
and that new names on the 
teamsheet were a healthy 
sign for Australian soccer. 

“In the last couple of 
years we’ve seen some 
younger players coming 
through and establishing 
themselves in the starting 
11, so the squad is stronger, 
to me, than it was a couple 
of years ago,” he says. 

While Australia is looking 
down the track, Turkey, too, 
has an eye on the future and 
a point to prove to their 
feverish fans — and the rest 
of the world. 

Turkey is blushing from 
its failure to qualify for Euro 
2004, which kicks off next 
month in Portugal. The 
squad that arrived in Sydney 


is led by new coach Ersun 
Yanal and a number of 
Europe’s top stars hungry to 
recreate the form that saw 
their deserved third-place 
finish at the 2002 World 
Cup Finals. 

Yanal takes over Turkey 
after leading his club side 
Genclerbirligi, which 
includes Socceroo Josip 
Skoko in its line-up, on an 
impressive giant-killing run 
to the quarter-finals in this 
year’s UEFA Cup. The 
dramatic climb saw Yanal 
handed a four-year contract 
to lead Turkey’s 2006 World 
Cup campaign, which like 
Australia’s, kicks off with 
these two friendlies against 
the Socceroos. 

“A lot of people in Turkey 
are disappointed after the 
national team failed to 
qualify for Kuro 2004,” 
Skoko says. 

“A lot is now expected, 
and Yanal has a really 
big job. Turkey are trying 
to re-establish their 
form after the last 
World Cup and qualify for 


2006. He has a lot of 
work ahead.” 

Skoko nominates Inter 
Milan midfielder Emre 
Belozoglu, Real Sociedad 
striker Nihat Kahveci, and 
Bayer Leverkusen star 
Yildiray Basturk as Turkey’s 
best players. 

“Those guys are the 
danger players,” Skoko says. 
“Emre is a really great 

midfielder. They have a 
really solid team and a lot of 
depth. I watched their recent 
game against Belgium quite 
closely and they changed 
four or five players and were 
still dangerous.” 

Skoko, who has also 
played in Croatia and 
Belgium during his 
European career, says the 
Turkish league is the best 
he has played in. 

“T rate the Turkish league 
quite highly. All the teams 
are difficult to beat.” © 


Matthew Hall writes for the 
Sun-Herald and the Sunday 
Age in Australia and The 
Guardian in the UK. 


11 


Farina is thankful for the test 
Turkey will provide ahead of the 
Oceania Football Confederation 


tournament. 
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A QUESTION 


OF DEPTH 


Insight 


Australia’s national coach Frank Farina has had one priority 
since taking the reins — building a Socceroos squad with the 
depth to match its obvious quality. 


STORY Stuart Sykes 


alk to anyone in sport, 
from player to coach 

to back-room boffin, 
and they’ll tell you it’s all 
about the need to scale new 
heights. Not Australian 
national soccer coach Frank 
Farina: for Frank, it’s always 
been a matter of depth, ever 
since he stepped into the top 
coaching job at the turn of 
the century. 

“People asked me when I 
took over, what was I going 
to change?” says Farina now. 

“And I told them the 
crucial thing for me was to 
develop strength in depth in 
the Socceroos squad. That’s 
perhaps the main thing I 
have deliberately looked at, 
and I think it’s fair to say 
it’s one of the main areas 
of progress for the 
national squad.” 

As proof of his contention, 
Farina can point to the 
rotation of players that has 
gone on in the four games 
since that wonderful 
February night in 2003 when 


the Socceroos took on 
England in their own 
backyard and beat them. 

“In those games, we used 
a large number of players,” 
he recalls. 

“It all helps to underline 
the point I’m trying to make: 
I’ve been saying for years 
that we need to work with a 
group of around 30 players 
when it comes to the 
Australian team.” 

As always, the depth of 
the Australian pool was due 
to be tested to the limit when 
the Socceroos gathered on 
home soil for the first time in 
over two years ahead of the 
two matches against Turkey 
and the crucial Oceania 
Football Confederation 
tournament in Adelaide in 
May/June. 

For once, Farina did not 
have to tiptoe through the 
minefield of club versus 
country issues because the 
big European leagues will 
have mostly wound down by 
the time the Socceroos step 


on to the Sydney turf for the 
first clash with Turkey. But 
the boss still has to cope with 
the absence of injured play- 
ers who waited until the end 
of their domestic seasons to 
go under the knife and clear 
up injuries they had carried 
through League campaigns, 
like Liverpool’s Harry Kewell 
or Glasgow Rangers defender 
Craig Moore. 

Losing the Moore-Tony 
Popovic axis that has emerged 
as such an important plank in 
the Australian defence could 
be the biggest blow, but 
Farina prefers to look on the 
bright side. 

“Yes, Craig and Tony 
have done well for us on the 
occasions they’ve been able to 
play together,” Farina says. 

“Some people will tell you 
Tony’s not quick enough, but 
he is very quick when it 
comes to upstairs — he reads 
the game so well. 

“But when they haven’t 
been available, I’ve been very 
pleased with the players that 
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have come in. If you look at 
our game against Jamaica, 
we lost virtually our entire 
defence and ended up with 
Kevin Muscat playing at 
left-back! I’m confident now 
that whoever comes in will 
do a good job for us.” 

That mention of Jamaica 
reminds us of another key 
strength Farina is trying to 
develop in his players: the 
ability to adapt to different 
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The Socceroos are becoming more versatile in their approach, Farina says. 


circumstances. England at 
Upton Park, Venezuela in 
Latin America, Jamaica, the 
Republic of Ireland, South 
Africa: few coaches can have 
come up against a more 
varied set of challenges in 
recent times. 

“You've got to go 
into games and adopt 
a different style of play as 
the circumstances dictate,” 
he maintains. 


“That’s one of the major 
lessons I have learned over 
the years, and it’s one the 
players are aware of, too. 

“Take Venezuela: we went 
into that game to try and 
achieve something in terms 
of the way we played, and we 
were dead unlucky not to 
come away with Australia’s 
first victory on South 
American soil. To concede 
that goal in the 93rd minute, 
after leading for so long, was 
a huge disappointment — but 
we had to be pleased, because 
we had not only stifled 
Venezuela’s attacking 
players but created so many 
opportunities for ourselves. 
We held our shape well, 
away from home, to a 
good side, and that was 
very encouraging.” 

Farina has stated several 
times that getting the 
Socceroos together for six or 
so games a year would be 
ideal for him. 

“We’re still looking at 
trying to create a schedule 
of between six and 10 games 
a year,” he says. 

“But while we haven’t had 
as many as that since beating 
England, I believe the 
momentum from that result 
is very much still there, 
especially as we have played 
so well in those five matches, 
counting back to Upton Park. 
And the manner in which we 
have played, the chances we 
have created, bodes very well 
for us.” 

Now, though, crunch time 
is coming closer as the 
Turkey matches fine-tune 
the Socceroos’ preparations 
for the Adelaide tournament 
and, after that, for their bid 
to qualify for the 2006 World 


Cup Finals in Germany. 

Ask Farina where 
Australian soccer stands 
and he will give you an 
unequivocal answer. 

“The FIFA rankings don’t 
really indicate where we 
are,” he says. 

“Australia doesn’t get 
enough international games 
for it to be a true reflection. 

I think we’re about where we 
deserve to be. But until we 
get on to that world stage, 
until we qualify for a World 
Cup — something we haven’t 
done for three decades now — 
then no-one can say with any 
truth where we really stand.” 

In that sense, 2002 World 
Cup semi-finalist Turkey’s 
visit is both a rare opportunity 
for Aussie fans and a stern 
examination of the Socceroos 
at this crucial stage. 

“These two internationals 
are vitally important,” 
admits Farina. 

You sense him wincing as 
he looks back to 2002 and 
defeat at the hands of 
trans-Tasman rivals New 
Zealand in the last Oceania 
Federation encounters: 

“We went to Oceania two 
years ago with a team that 
was under-prepared, and it 
was a disaster,” he says. 

“So in terms of this team, 
getting the group together 
and having these two games 
under our belts before we 
head to Adelaide is vital. 

And what happens there 
will determine our next 
18 months.” 

Looking back to 2002 
provides more evidence of the 
lessons Farina has learned, 
because no team that faces 
Turkey twice in a week could 
be called underdone. 


Tony Popovic’s absence will test the Aussie defence against Turkey. 


“Going back to that 2002 
World Cup shows you just 
how strong Turkey are,” 
insists Farina. 

“The nucleus of that side 
is still together, and while 
they lost out to Latvia in the 
European Championship 
play-offs, Latvia are a pretty 
good side themselves. Yes, 
Turkey will be a real treat 
for the fans and a real test 
for us. And their players have 
a new coach, so they will be 
out to impress in their 
own right.” 

Farina has overcome that 
old-fashioned ‘us and them’ 


“I've been saying 
for years that we 
need to work with 
a group of around 
30 players when 

it comes to the 
Australian team.” 


SOCCEROOS COACH 
FRANK FARINA 
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Farina’s emphasis on depth 
bore fruit when Australia 
memorably beat England at 
Upton Park last year. 


feeling that used to plague 
countries like Australia with 
the bulk of its players in 
other Leagues who come 
back now and then to 

rub shoulders with the 

local boys. 

“There’s none of that 
animosity these days,” he 
says happily — and he 
should know, for his own 
career was split between 
this country and some 
outstanding seasons at 
addresses like Brugge, Bari, 
Strasbourg and Lille. 

“Kiven when I was playing, 
you still had that. But it’s 
changed. The players 
want to WIN: it’s a 
common goal.” 

And the best news of 
all is that the Socceroos are 
back on home soil. 

“Apart from a few days 
off to be with their families, 
we will have the boys together 
right through the Turkey 
games and into the Adelaide 
tournament,” Farina says. 

“This will be a very tight 
two-game series, and the 
players and I are very excited 
about getting back and 
playing here.” 


Stuart Sykes 1s a Melbourne- 
based sports writer. 
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highest level. We have 
probably have more players 
playing at a higher level than 
we’ve ever had before.” 

It’s for these reasons that 
the Middlesbrough goalkeeper 
is genuinely excited to take 
on Turkey at home. 
Heavyweight opposition 
before the World Cup 
qualifiers begin in Adelaide 
at the end of the month 
shows that thought and 
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Schwarzer was part of Middlesbrough’s recent Carling Cup triumph. 


consideration is going into 
the preparation for 2006. 
“Look at our preparation 
so far,” reasons Schwarzer. 
“We’ve already played a 
team in South America in a 
friendly — we didn’t do that 
previously. We knew a long 
time in advance of the last 
campaign that we would be 
playing a team from South 
America, and then a week 
before [the 2001 Uruguay 


play-off] we ended up playing 
against France, a team 
from Europe.” 

Going into the Oceania 
Nations Cup tournament, 
however, Schwarzer says 
Turkey is excellent opposition. 
New Zealand has already 
acknowledged it faces an 
uphill battle to upset Australia 
in Adelaide next weekend 
after the Socceroos have gone 
toe-to-toe with Turkey. 

“Any game before playing 
in these qualifiers is going 
to be a benefit for us, but 
obviously when you get to 
play against a side like 
Turkey it’s even better,” 
he says. 

“They are a very good side 
— they did very well at the 
last World Cup. They were 
a bit hit-and-miss in the 
European Championship 
qualifiers, but they’ve got 
some very good players.” 

The Turkey matches allow 
Schwarzer the first chance to 
return home since Australia’s 
failed 2001 World Cup 
campaign. After playing 
against Uruguay at the 
MCG, Schwarzer flew to 
Montevideo with the squad 
and then returned direct to 
Middlesbrough. There are few 
good memories of that trip. 

“In Melbourne, we played 
OK, but nowhere near as 
well as we could have,” 
he recalls. 

“We needed to be on top 
for that game and that was 
the match where we could 
have qualified. 

“The game in Montevideo 
... was a very bad performance. 
You can’t single out any 
individual. It was the whole 
team that didn’t perform. 

We let ourselves down. 


We let everyone down.” 
Schwarzer’s career path 
has taken him from a 
starry-eyed teenager with 
Marconi to a tough time in 
Germany, and then an 
eventual move to England 
with Bradford City before 
signing with Middlesbrough 
in 1997. His move to the 
north-east England club has 
helped fulfil many ambitions. 
“A few years ago, I wanted 
to get into a league and 
play week in and week 
out and establish myself 
as a regular at a club,” 


explains Schwarzer. 

“Fortunately, that turned 
out, and I’ve been a regular 
for the past seven seasons at 
Middlesbrough. I now feel 
that I have a decent name in 
the Premier League. I also 
wanted to establish myself 
internationally and play for 
Australia regularly. 

In the last 24 months, 
I’ve done that.” 

Schwarzer has certainly 
been busy at Middlesbrough, 
watching from the back as 
Boro often imitated a yo-yo. 
It suffered relegation and 


appeared in two Wembley 
finals (the FA Cup and 
League Cup — it lost both). 
The team returned to the 
Premier League in 1998 but 
— until last season — battled 
to stay in the top flight. 

Schwarzer’s teammates 
have included football’s 
biggest names and a fair 
share of World Cup stars — 
Paul Gascoigne (England), 
Andy Townshend (Ireland), 
Fabrizio Ravanelli (Italy), 
Alen Boksic (Croatia) and 
Juninho (Brazil). 

In Schwarzer’s time at the 


Schwarzer’s ’keeping reputation is unquestioned after seven solid seasons as a regular at Middlesbrough. 
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“It’s the best possibility ever to qualify 
for the World Cup because the Australian 
players that are playing around Europe 
are playing week in and week out at 
the highest level.” - mark scHwarzerR 


Schwarzer is home for the first time since the 2001 World Cup campaign. 
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club he has had three 
coaches — ex-Manchester 
United legend Bryan 
Robson, Terry Venables 
(briefly), and, for the past 
three seasons, Steve 
McClaren, a former assistant 
of Sir Alex Ferguson at 
Manchester United. This 
year, McClaren delivered the 
club its first-ever trophy — 
the Carling Cup — which 
will see Middlesbrough play 
in next year’s UEFA Cup. 

Schwarzer believes he 
probably has at least four 
more European seasons in 
him. A World Cup, a move to 
another club, possibly in 
Spain where he owns a house, 
some more silverware to put 
in a trophy cabinet, and then 
Australia’s number one might 
look forward to following the 
tried and trusted pro-football 
retirement plan of some 
coaching, media work, 
and spruiking for a few 
products. Except this is 
Mark Schwarzer we’re 
talking about. 

“T actually think Pll go and 
be a beach bum,” he says. 

“Australia is home. 
My wife’s from Australia 
and all our family is back 
there. We couldn’t live 
anywhere else.” 

Surely a little bit of 
coaching? 

“No,” he says firmly, 
before qualifying a denial. 

“Only the local under-12 
team. That’s what Id love to 
do. I’d be happy if I was coach 
of Bondi United under-12s. 
I'd be very happy.” © 


Matthew Hall writes for the 
Sun-Herald and the Sunday 
Age in Australia and The 
Guardian in the UK. 


BRINGING HOME THE BEST SOCCER 
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Don’t wait until the next time the Turkish National side comes to Australia. 
See all your favourite Turkish soccer stars everyday! 


TARBS WORLD TV brings you action packed Turkish Soccer on LIG TV, with extensive 
coverage of Turkish Super League games LIVE! 


TARBS WORLD TV offers the most comprehensive Turkish television package in Australia, 
with 7 Turkish channels, 12 premium English channels and close to 50 quality channels 
from around the world, 
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number one but, on his day, 
Mark Bosnich, the previous 
holder of the top job, was one 
of the best goalkeepers in 
the world. Paul Barron is 
well-equipped to split the 
difference between the two 
Australian greats. Barron was 
goalkeeping coach at Aston 
Villa, where Bosnich kept goal 
at the height of his career, for 
eight years. Barron is now 
with Middlesbrough, where his 
charge is now, eoneenaiy, : 
Mark Schwarzer. 

“Mark Schwarzer nas 
everything that you'd want 
in a goalkeeper,” Barron says. 


24 


“He is big. He is athletic. 
He is powerful. He is very good 
technically and very tactically 
aware. He is mentally strong 
and emotionally stable. 

He has a very good lifestyle. 


—‘Schwarzy’ is a very balanced 


individual. He has a very good 


attitude and a good work ethic. 
Put all those things together 


and you have a very good 
goalkeeper. 
“When | worked with Mark 


Bosnich | thought he was 


an absolutely outstanding 
goalkeeper. Bosnich is 

a different person to Mark 
Schwarzer, though. Abit 
complex and a little bit harder 


Vhy Schwarzer i Is number one 


Mark Schwarzer i is Australia’s 


to work with. Possibly higher 
highs and definitely lower 
lows. He might have a game 
where he rates 9.7 out of 
10 for his performance 

but then drop right off. 
Schwarzer will consistently 
have 8 or 8.5. Day in and 
day out. 

“Mark Schwarzer’s only 
weakness is possibly also his 
greatest personal strength. 

He is so laid back. Sometimes 
it takes him a little bit too long 
to dominate people. He is too 


_ nice a guy — if you can call 


that a failing. He could improve 
his game by being a bit more 
horrible to people!” 
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— village restaurant 


Turkish cuisine with a difference "service as it should be”’ 


Local & Continental Food 


Fresh Fruit & Vegetables Fruit & Vegetables 


Halal Meat & Smaligoods 
Local & imported Grocery 
Fresh Daily Fish 
Large range of confectionary & nut: 
Continental Food 


Hoyts Cinemas, 
Broadmeadows Shopping Centre, 
Pascoe Vale Rd. Broadmeadows 


Halal Meat & Poultry 
Fresh Fish 
arge Range of Confectionary 


Freshly Roasted Nuts Tel: (03) 9302 1211 


Fax: (03) 9302 1611 
. anatolian@pacificgate.com.au 
www.pacificgate.com.au 


Roxburgh Park Shopping Centre 
Tel: 9305 2700 / Fax 9305 2733 
freshplus@pacificgate.com.au 


Friendly Service 


Dallas Shopping Centre 
159 Blair St. Broadmeadows, 


Melbourne, Vic 3047 
Tel: 9309 8186 


oe Player feature 


PERFECT 


Marco Bresciano has been described as the next big thing 
of the Australian team, but it’s his present that has fans 
— and Frank Farina — salivating. 


STORY Dave Lewis 


Many pundits believe that the 
sky is the limit for Bresciano, 
who marries his obvious ability 
with unshakable self-belief. 
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ention the name 
Marco Bresciano to 
anybody beyond the 


world of Australian soccer, 
and you'll likely get a blank 
stare and a shrug of the 
shoulders. That, according 
to national coach Frank 
Farina, won’t be the case 
for much longer. 

Farina is convinced the 
Melbourne-raised, Italian- 
based midfield marauder is 
another David Beckham in 
the making — minus the 
paparazzi pack and grandiose 
pop-star lifestyle. 

The slow-burning career 
of the 24-year-old has exploded 
into full flame over the last 
year with performances of 
growing conviction for his 
country and his club, Serie A 
high-flyers Parma. 

Eyebrows were raised 
when Parma paid a club 
record $25 million to Empoli 
for Bresciano 18 months ago. 
It’s the highest amount paid 


for an Australian player, and 
it’s where the comparisons 
with Beckham begin. 

The pair share more than 
just shaved heads. Both 
possess the capacity to 
launch precision 40-metre 
passes through a thicket of 
players to their intended 
targets. They can also curl 
in corners and caress 
and crash free-kicks to 
destinations beyond the 
reach of most goalkeepers. 

Bresciano — shorter and 
stockier than the England 
captain — might not mimic 
Beckham’s model looks. 

But he’s been a model of 
consistency this season, 
scoring 12 crucial — and 
often spectacular — goals for 
a Parma team in the hunt for 
a Champions League spot. 
That’s despite the club being 
forced to the brink of 
bankruptcy by the collapse of 
parent company Parmalat, 
the dairy giant that went 


sour after massive financial 

irregularities were exposed. 
Farina’s eyes take on a 

sheen and his face becomes 

animated when discussing 

the merits of Bresciano, 

whose 11 caps for his country 

have brought two goals in 

his last three appearances. 

In keeping with Bresciano’s 


penchant for the unexpected, 
both were strikes of the 
highest quality, and both 
helped Australia to narrow 
wins — 2-1 against Jamaica 
in Reading and 1-0 against 
South Africa in London. 

“We tend to harp on about 
Harry Kewell and Mark 
Viduka all the time, but a 


“I'm enjoying playing for my country, 
and | think there’s still a lot more to 
come from me and the rest of the boys 
in the Australian team.” - marco BRESCIANO 
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player with a future as big 
and as bright as anybody in 
the game is Marco Bresciano,” 
Farina says. 

“He is a player the public 
should embrace and follow 
closely because there’s no 
telling how good he can 
become. He’s the future 
of Australian soccer. He’s 
come on leaps and bounds 
over the last year or so, and 
it’s a great boost for us with 
the World Cup qualifying 
campaign coming up. 

“He’s been a revelation 
for his country. He brings us 
drive from midfield and he 
loves to get forward into 
goal-scoring positions.” 

Farina also enthuses 
about Bresciano’s ability in 
dead-ball situations. 

“Marco also has the 
confidence to try something 
different — and difficult. 

His presence in the team 
gives us so many options 
because defenders fear his 
ability to score goals and pop 
up from deeper positions. 

“There’s explosive power 
in his shooting and I think 
the Australian public are 
going to be hearing a lot more 
from him. Neither Mark or 
Harry are here for this series 
against Turkey or the Oceania 
Nations Cup, and while they 
are both superb players, we 
have to realise we have other 
class players who can do a 
really good job for us. Marco 
is foremost among that group.” 

Bresciano’s formative 
years were spent alongside 
Socceroos teammate Vince 
Grella. They played in the 
same Melbourne junior 
teams, then at the Australian 
Institute of Sport, the 
Olympic team of 2000 and 


then at Empoli, who were 
then in Italy’s Serie B. 

While Grella — described 
by Bresciano as like a brother 
— continues to quietly chart 
his own rise, Bresciano finds 
himself into an altogether 
higher orbit. If, as expected, 
Parma are forced to sell him 
along with other star names 
this winter, there are no 
shortage of suitors, with 
several English Premier 
League outfits sensing easy 
pickings from Parma’s 
financial carcass. But 
Bresciano is in no hurry to 
quit Parma — or Serie A. 

“Parma have been good to 
me, and I love it in Italy,” 
he says. 

“It was always my dream 
to play in Serie A, and things 
have worked out better than 
I expected this season despite 
the club’s financial problems. 

“The spirit has been good, 
and we’ve overcome a lot 
because we believe in 
each other.” 

Bresciano is reluctant to 
rest on his laurels and allow 
all the plaudits he’s receiving 
to give him an inflated view 
of his own importance. 

“It’s good when people say 
nice things, but you have to 
work on your game and keep 
improving,” he reasons. 

“There’s more to my game 
now than before. I’m enjoying 
playing for my country, and 
I think there’s still a lot 
more to come from me and 
the rest of the boys in the 
Australian team. 

“The thought of qualifying 
for the World Cup is what’s 
driving us forward. It’s the 
last chance for a lot of the 
boys, and I’m desperate to do 
my part to make it happen.” 


Bresciano scored a goal in Australia’s win over Jamaica last year. 


Bresciano’s humility hides 
a resonating self-belief which 
surfaces when he fixates 
on a prize just beyond his 
grasp. That was the case a 
year or so ago when the 
frustration of being forced to 
wait his turn on the bench 
while eyeing off the 
spot occupied by former 
skipper Paul Okon finally got 
to him. 

“Look, I know I’m good 


enough to be in this team — 
and I should be,” he said. 

“IT know my time will come, 
but I feel that time is now.” 

With Bresciano’s stature 
and influence continuing to 
grow, those words are 
sounding more and more 
prophetic as time goes on. 


Dave Lewis writes for the 
Daily Telegraph newspaper 
in Sydney. 
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Marco BRESCIANO 


CLUB | Parma 


The rising star of the 
Socceroo line-up, Bresciano 
is Australia’s key playmaker 
in midfield. He ran the show 
in Australia’s past four 

matches — including a 

brilliant strike against South 
Africa — and his ability from 


Scott CHIPPERFIELD 


CLUB | Basel 


re 


A fleet-footed attacking 
midfielder, Chipperfield has 
become a integral part of 
Swiss team Basel. Since 
moving to Basel — on the 
back of being named NSL 
player of the year in 2000-01 
— he has been a major 
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————— A move to Parma in late 


2002 has allowed him to 
prove himself at the highest 
level of Italian soccer. This 
year he has led Parma to 


a strong return to the 
Socceroos line-up against 
South Africa this year when 
he created several clear 
goal-scoring chances after 


the verge of European missing the Venezuela clash 


due to a travel mishap. 


ae a | == rs = = : 3 qualification while having his 
SS SS EEE —= most prolific season yet — 


finding the back of the net on 
12 occasions. 


Simon COLOSIMO 


Colosimo has fought his way 
back into the team after 
suffering a horrific leg injury 
in a friendly against 
Manchester United in 1999. 
He has since re-established 
himself as one of the more 
gifted playmakers in the 
Australian soccer with strong 
play at Perth — where he 
was man-of-the-match as the 
Glory won the 2002 

grand final — and last year 
at Parramatta, where he 

was runner-up in NSL 
player-of-the-year voting. 

He showed he belonged on 
the world stage with a 
commanding performance for 
the Socceroos against 
Venezuela this year. 


A member of the Parramatta 
team which lost the NSL final 
to Perth, Elrich is a rising 
star of Australian soccer. 
Initially noted for his 
blistering pace, Elrich has 
rounded into a complete right 
wing. His connection with 
Jade North down the right 
was a key reason for the 
Olyroos recent success, and 
his goal in the first leg of the 
playoff against New Zealand 
set Australia up for Olympic 
qualification. Assuming he 
gets on the pitch in Athens, 
Elrich will become the first 
Lebanese Australian to play 
soccer at the Olympics. 


31 


32 


lights in midfield, Emerton is 
a goal-scoring winger with a 
great capacity to run at 
defenders with the ball at his 
feet. After three successful 
seasons with Dutch club 
Feyenoord, Emerton made 
his much-anticipated move to 
the Premier League when 
Blackburn bought him for two 
million pounds in July 2003 
despite competition from 
several bigger-name clubs. 
Emerton has repaid the 
Rovers faith, playing in 31 of 


their 35 matches this season. 


Zeljko KALAC 


Kalac has had the 
unfortunate position of being 
stuck behind Mark Schwarzer, 
who hasn't given “Spider” 

a look-in. Kalac is first-choice 
‘keeper for Perugia in the 
Italian Serie A, a team was 
battling relegation at the time 
of printing. Standing over two 
metres tall, Kalac has a 
dominating presence in the 
air. Kalac’s last appearance 
for Australia was in the 
second half of the friendly 
against Jamaica in 
September 2003. 


One of the Socceroos shining 


Vince GRELLA 


One of the trio of ex-Carlton 
players who are now 
established Socceroos — 
along with Marco Bresciano 
and Simon Colosimo — 
Grella is looking to make the 
holding midfield role his own. 
A core component of Italian 
Serie A side Empoli, Grella 
has been fighting injury all 
season as the club spent 
much of the season fighting 
relegation. Farina hopes his 
midfield partnership with 
Bresciano will stand the 
Socceroos in good stead for 
the future. 


Patrick KISNORBO 


Former South Melbourne 
centre back Kisnorbo, who 
signed with Hearts last year, 
is in the squad for the first 
time in two years after 
impressing in recent matches 
for the Olyroos. He appeared 
to have fallen out of Farina’s 
plans after opting to play for 
Hearts over participating in 
the Oceania Olympic 
qualifying earlier this year, 
but his strong, versatile play 
at club level! — where he 
played both as full back and 
central defender as Hearts 
made a charge for European 
qualifying — forced him back 
into Socceroo consideration. 


Stan LAZARIDIS 


A move from Brisbane to 
Belgium last year appears to 
have paid off for Laybutt, who 
is back in coach Frank 
Farina’s plans. Farina knows 
Royal Excelsior’s coach 
Georges Leekens weil — he 
coached Farina when he 
played for Brugge — and 
Laybutt’s form in leading the 
club to the top four in the 
league, combined with injuries 
to other Socceroo defenders, 
saw him return to the fold for 
the match against Jamaica 
last September. 


Capable of playing both left 
wing and left back, Lazaridis 
is best known for his 
barn-storming runs down the 
flank. This season, he has 
been a crucial part of 
Birmingham’s surprisingly 
strong showing in the Premier 
League, becoming one of 
manager Steve Bruce’s 
favourite players. Lazaridis 
was recently awarded the 
team’s goal of the season 

by Bruce for a strike 

against Everton. 


Adrian MADASCHI Ante MILICIC 


Since leaving Perth as a 
15-year-old to ply his trade 
with Italian club Atalanta, 
Madaschi has worked his 
way through the ranks 

of Australia’s junior 
representative teams. The 
tall central defender was a 
member of the Australian 
team which lost the under-17 
World Cup final to Brazil on 
penalties. He signed with 
Scottish side Partick Thistle 
late last year, and is in the 
mix to make the Olyroos team 
for Athens. 


Fresh off being named the 
NSL’s player of the year, 
Milicic is now plying his trade 
in Malaysia until the new 
Australian league is settled. 
The striker was the NSL’s 
top-scorer in the regular 
season for Parramatta, 
finding the net 19 times. 
Milicic will be hoping to take 
advantage of the absence 

of Mark Viduka and Harry 
Kewell and prove his worth to 
coach Frank Farina. 
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~ Jade NORTH 


Although just 22 years of age, 
North has played an 
important role for the NSL 
premiership team in two of 
the past three seasons. 

His marking of Socceroo 
teammate Ahmad Elrich was 
a large reason Perth clinched 
this year’s title, and he has 
constantly proven a threat 
with attacking runs from right 
back. He was another 
member of the 1999 Joeys 
team which lost the under-17 
World Cup final to Brazil 

who has now made 

the graduation to full 
Socceroo representation. 


Josip SKOKO 


lerbirligi 


Skoko should be able to 
provide some insight on the 
Socceroos’ opponents, having 
plied his trade in the Turkish 
league for the past year. 

He has been a lynchpin of 
Turkish side Genglerbirligi 
since his 900,000 pound 
transfer from Belgium’s 
Racing Genk in 2003. He led 
the side to the fourth round 
of this year’s UEFA Cup, 
scoring the important goals 
against both Marco 
Bresciano’s Parma and Brett 
Emerton’s Blackburn. 
Skoko’s touch and control 
provide a creative fulcrum for 
the Socceroo midfield. 


Mark SCHWARZER 


Australia’s unchallenged No.1 
goalkeeper for over five 
years, Schwarzer is one of 
the first names on Frank 
Farina’s team sheet. 
Schwarzer has been the 
first-choice ‘keeper at 
Middlesbrough since his 
signing in 1997, where this 
year he helped the club win 
its first trophy — the League 
Cup — in its 128-year 
history. Regarded as one of 
the premier penalty-stoppers 
in the Premier League, his 
command of the penalty box 
and shot-stopping ability 
provide a firm foundation for 
the Socceroo defence. 


Mile STERJOVSKI 


Having just finished his 
fourth season with Lille, 
Sterjovski is looking for a 
new club after the French 
side did not offer him a 
contract extension. The 
midfielder-cum-striker moved 
from Wollongong to Lille in 
2000, and scored 15 goals 
in 90 games while at the 
club. He came on as a 
substitute for Brett Emerton 
in the recent victory over 
South Africa after a strong 
showing on the right of 
midfield against Venezuela. 


Danny TIATTO 


A physical left-back, Tiatto 
makes his return to the 
Socceroo squad after being 
left out of the team for the 
past year due to form and 
fitness. He has not been 
helped by a lack of first-team 
football after falling out of 
favour with manager Kevin 
Keegan at Manchester City. 
At his best, Tiatto provides an 
indomitable never-say-die 
attitude, as exemplified by his 
great season for City in 
2001-02, even though the 
club was relegated from the 
Premier League. Tiatto was 
voted player of the year by 
the fans at the conclusion of 
that campaign. 


Max VIERI 


The younger brother of 
Italian star Christian, Max is 
currently on loan from 
Juventus at Serie B club 
Napoli. The Vieri family spent 
several years living in Sydney 
when father Roberto was 
coaching Marconi. Max still 
has an Australian passport, 
enabling him to play for the 
Socceroos. Max will be 
looking to make his Socceroo 
debut during this series after 
watching on from the bench 
during the recent match 
against South Africa. 


Tony VIDMAR 


The veteran defender has 
rejuvenated his career with a 
move to Cardiff City after 
struggling to find a place in 
the Middlesbrough side last 
season. Earlier this month he 
was named the Welsh team’s 
player of the season after 
helping the side stay in 
Division One. A former 
Socceroo captain, Vidmar will 
provide a settling influence 
across the backline in the 
absence of the injured 

Craig Moore, although he is 
capable of getting forward 
and delivering the bail to 

the forwards. 


David ZDRILIC 


A hard-working forward, 
Zdrilic’s recent move to 
Scottish side Aberdeen 
brought headlines for all the 
right reasons. A strike by the 
athletic Australian against 
league-leader Celtic gave 
Aberdeen a 2-1 victory, with 
Aberdeen becoming the first 
team to beat Celtic at home 
in the past 77 games. 
Despite him spending much 
of the season on the bench 
for Aberdeen, Frank Farina 
has remained faithful to 
Zdrilic, and gave him a 
starting berth against 
Venezuela. 
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Turkish goal 2 
tustu Recber looks © 

-— and defends his — 
goal - like a warrior. 


STORY Henry Brown 


moving from Antalyaspor. 

His penchant for 
spectacular saves, which has 
not dulled during a glittering 
career, soon made him a 
favourite with supporters at 
Fenerbahce’s Sukru 
Saracoglu stadium, and in 
1994, he made his debut for 
the national team. 

It took two years for 
Rustu to wrestle the tag as 
first-choice national team 
goalkeeper from the 
established Engin Ipekoglu, 
but by the time of Euro ’96, 
the position was well and 
truly his. Some 85 caps later, 
Rustu is now part of the 
furniture, one of Turkey’s 
most influential players and 
one of the most readily 
recognisable figures on the 
international stage. 

Despite his striking 
appearance and undoubted 
goalkeeping prowess, it took 
Turkey’s third-place finish 
in the World Cup in Japan 
and South Korea in 2002 to 
propel Rustu from the 
unflattering role as an 
unusual soccer curiosity to a 
superstar celebrity. 

After outstanding 
performances in group 
games against Brazil, China 
and Costa Rica, then against 
Japan and Senegal, he was 
an instrumental part of 
Turkey’s progression to a 
semi-final clash — and a 
second meeting in the 
tournament — with 
favourites Brazil. 

Rustu’s heroics failed to 
stop Turkey falling to a 
single goal from Ronaldo, 
and after a close contest, the 
defeat was hard to take. 
Victory in the third/fourth 
play-off match with joint 
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hosts South Korea did little 
to lessen the blow as Turkey 
gained its highest-ever 
finish in the world finals. 
Within months of the 
World Cup, Europe’s biggest 
and richest clubs were 
clamouring for Rustu’s 
signature. Hordes of 
Fenerbahce fans begged 
their hero to stay, but 
although Rustu admitted he 
could find it hard to leave 
the club, he eventually 
signed for Spanish giants 
Barcelona in July 2008. 
The move was a 
dream for Rustu, who was 
immediately hailed by the 
Spanish media, while 
Barcelona manager Frank 
Rijkaard placed goalkeepers 


Roberto Bonano and Roberto 
Enke on the transfer list, 
such was his confidence in 
Rustu’s abilities. But the 
move turned sour almost as 
soon as he stepped onto 
Spanish soil. He was 
troubled by ankle and knee 
injuries, and home-grown 
starlet Victor Valdes 
emerged as Barcelona’s first 
choice in goal. When he did 
get his chance, errors led to 
goals in successive games 
against Celta de Vigo and 
Racing de Santander. 
Warming the bench 
behind an inexperienced 
youngster some 10 years his 
junior was not part of 
Rustu’s plan when he left 
Fenerbahce but, despite 


persistent rumours linking 
him to a move away from 
Spain — with English side 
Arsenal, particularly, touted 
as an interested party — 
Rustu has insisted he will 
remain loyal to Barcelona. 

“T’ve been a fan of Barca 
since I was seven years old,” 
he says. 

“It has always been my 
second team, I’m just sorry it 
has taken me so long to start 
playing here. I recognise the 
situation is difficult but I’m 
not thinking about leaving. 
My dream of playing here has 
not ended. I’m not going to 
get angry just for not playing. 
I said to the coach it was 
more important for 
Barcelona to win than me to 
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play. I recognise I made two 
mistakes in the two matches 
I played. They were among 
the few pieces of bad 

luck I’ve had in all my 
professional career.” 

If his club problems were 
not enough, Rustu and 
Turkey were brought down 
to earth following their 


“| want to carry on 
playing for Turkey 
as long as possible. 
There is much 
more for me to do 
and to achieve." 
RUSTU RECBER 


World Cup exploits by their 
failure to qualify for the 
Euro 2004 finals in Portugal 
this year. Having been 
beaten by England to the 
automatic qualifying spot 
from the group stages, 
Turkey were victims of a 
major shock last November 
when losing to Latvia 3-2 on 
ageregate in their two-leg 
play-off. 

“It was a very big 
disappointment for everyone 
involved to lose to Latvia,” 
says Rustu. 

“We were so close and 
then it was taken away. But 
it is time now to move on. 

I wish to stay with Barcelona 
and want to get my place 
back. I also want to carry on 
playing for Turkey as long as 
possible. There is much 
more for me to do and 

to achieve.” 

Rustu continues to go 
through his pre-match ritual 
of tying up his hair to stop it 
impairing his vision before 
daubing on his ‘war paint’ — 
ostensibly worn to stop glare 
from the sun or floodlights. 
And with the qualifying 
campaign for World Cup 2006 
just around the corner, the 
31-year-old warrior is in the 
mood for another battle. © 


Henry Brown writes for 
Collings Sport in the UK. 
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CLUB | Werder Bremen 


Hakan SUKUR 


iB | Galatasaray 


One of the leading names in 
Turkish football for over a 
decade, and is a deadly 
finisher with an instinctive 
ability to find the net. During his career, he 
has played for Parma, Torino and Inter 
Milan in Italy, and recently had a spell at 
Blackburn in England. Now approaching 
100 caps for his country, his appetite for 
goal remains undiminished, and his deft 
touch and savvy will provide the Australian 
defenders with a real test. 


Bulent KORKMAZ 


| Galatasaray 


An uncompromising defender, 
with more than 90 
appearances for his country. 
He enjoyed a resurgence at 
both club and international level just after 


he had fallen from favour at Galatasaray in 
2000. He had looked set to leave the club 
he has been with since 1987, but a rapid 
return to form saw him return to theirs and 
Turkey’s ranks, where he has become an 
inspirational figurehead at the back. 


Fatih AKYEL 


: Fenerbahce 


= 


A capable and confident 
right-sided defender who rose 
through the ranks at 
Galatasaray in 1997, and 
within days made his international debut 
as a Substitute against Wales. He had a 
short spell in the Spanish Primera Liga 
with Real Mallorca but returned to his 
homeland not long afterwards to join 
Fenerbahce, where he has been a great 
success, and helped the team win their 
League Championship this season. 
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a \ ——S) set-up since his move to 


Hasan SAS 


UB | Galatasaray 


An eager forward with good 
presence, perhaps best known 
for scoring the opening goal 

of World Cup 2002 against 
Brazil. Although not the most prolific of 
goalscorers at international level, he 
provides a constant threat for opponents. 
Was suspended from football for six 
months early in his career after testing 
positive for a banned substance, but has 
worked hard to become an indispensable 
member of the Turkish national squad. 


physical defender who is now 
a regular in the national 


Fenerbahce in 2001. He is excellent in the 
air, shows composure under pressure, and 
is sure to relish the opportunity to test 
himself against the lively Australian 
forwards. 


uncay SANLI 


Cc 


One of the most promising 
strikers to arrive on the 
Turkish scene in recent years, 
with a natural enthusiasm for 
the game and sublime creativity. He 
scored on his debut against the USA in 
the Confederations Cup in June 2003 

and came within inches of snatching 
qualification for Turkey for Euro 2004 as a 
substitute in their decisive match against 
England. Is sure to be an integral part of 
the Turkish side for years to come. 


A busy midfield player who 
starred in this season’s UEFA 
Champions League run with 
his club Besiktas, where he 
helped his side defeat a star-studded 
Chelsea side at Stamford Bridge. He broke 
into the first-team in 2000, and has grown 
into an integral role with his club side as a 
confident left-sided player who can play in 
either defence or midfield. 


Fatih TEKKE 


Trabzonspor 


A capable and sharp striker 
who averaged almost a goal 
every two games for 
Trabzonspor this season as 
they pushed towards the top of the 

Turkish league. He previously played for 
Gaziantepspor. A forward who demands 
respect throughout the Turkish leagues, he 
was forced to pull out of Turkey’s previous 
friendly against Belgium through injury, and 
will be eager to prove his worth should he 
get his chance against Australia. 


Fatih SONKAYA 
CLUB. A 


Sante te 


Made his debut for Turkey in 
February against Denmark 
and proved himself to be a 
steady and promising 
defender. Raised in Holland, he has been 
linked with moves to both Besiktas and 
Fenerbahce in recent months, and it 
appears that he may leave Roda and 
move from his adopted country in the 
near future. 


A young, versatile midfielder 
who can play either centrally 
or down the right side of 

the field. Is reportedly being 


watched by a number of top European 
sides. He is a strong runner with the ball 
and provides pinpoint crosses when 
playing wide as well as having an eye for 
goal, as proved by his injury-time finish 
against Belgium in last month’s friendly. 


Tolga SEYHAN 


g Trabzonspor 


A strong and rugged defender 
who has impressed in recent 
displays for both club and 

country. He scored in Turkey’s 


previous friendly against Belgium in April, 
muscling between opposing players before 
sending an emphatic header into the net. 
Calm in possession and with an assertive 
manner on the field, he is rarely found 
wanting in his defensive duties. 


Halil ALTINTOP 


Kaiserslautern 


A young, strong and pacy 
forward on the books of 
German Bundesliga side 
Kaiserslautern, and a regular 
Under-21 international before stepping up 
to the full side. He moved from 
Wattenscheid last summer, and although 
his chances were initially limited, he was 
charged with the responsibility of filling 
German international Miroslav Klose’s 
boots when the latter was injured towards 
the end of the season. 


a 


43 


’ i 
eine —— 


Together with new Australian Soccer chairman Frank Lowy, 
former Australian Rugby Union boss John O'Neill is the man 
charged with putting soccer on the right track in this country. 
Here, the CEO speaks with Andrew Johnstone about the 
local future of the world game. 


Soccer has been described in 
recent times as, among other 
things, “the most underachieving 
sport in the land” and 

“a sleeping giant”. You must 
have a tremendous belief in the 
sport to have accepted the 
role of chief executive. 

Why that belief? 

There is a tremendous upside 
to soccer in Australia. While 
it is often referred to as the 
world game, it is also a 
hugely popular sport right 
here in this country. There is 
a tremendous amount of 
goodwill out there. People 
have stopped me in the street 
and said, “It would be great 
to see the Socceroos in the 
World Cup”, so there are 
plenty of people out there 
that want to see us succeed. 


When you were appointed to 
this position, you described 
it as the “hardest job in 
Australian sport”. Is that an 
accurate assessment of the 
challenge that lies ahead? 


Without a doubt. We have 
four major priorities ahead 
of us: to give the game 
structure and solid governance; 
to get the Socceroos into the 
World Cup; to construct 

a financially viable and 
attractive national league; 
and to harness the potential 
of our participants. 


What drove you to pursue this 
challenge, and what continues 
to drive you? 

When Frank Lowy 
approached me about taking 
the job, he said: “Do it for 
Australia.” Most of the sports 
Australia participates in we 
are highly ranked, and, in 
some cases, world champions. 
We have a wonderful 
opportunity for the 

Socceroos to become one the 
world’s best. I’m very 
patriotic and a sports fan, so 
my drive is coming from the 
desire to see Australian 
soccer regarded highly, on 
and off the field. 


The Premier League will 
become a player on the 
Australian sporting landscape 
next July, replacing the NSL 
(pictured above). Do you 
expect that those who followed 
the NSL will be there on 
opening day of the Premier 
League season? 

We'd certainly like to think 
that those fans who followed 
the NSL will embrace the 
new national competition. 
With eight teams, and only 


one per city, the quality of 
soccer will improve, making 
it an entertaining spectacle 
for everybody. So we would 
encourage all sports fans to 
support their local team. 


Frank Lowy has publicly urged 
Australian players, including 
Paul Okon and Ned Zelic, to 
come home to play in the 
Premier League. Is it realistic 
to expect players of that 
calibre, and others, to return, 
at least in the short term? 
Those who are playing in the 


major leagues in Europe will 
stay there, but some who are 
playing in the lower leagues 
will find it very attractive to 
come home. In addition, 
some of the top players, like 
Mark Schwarzer and Craig 
Moore, have indicated that 
they could finish their 
careers here. That would be 
a huge bonus for the league 
and its fans. 


With the changes that have 
taken place in Australian 
soccer over the past six 
months, particularly since the 
plans for the Premier League 
were released, have you 
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“People have 
stopped me in the 
street and said, ‘it 
would be great to 
see the Socceroos 
in the World Cup’, 
so there are plenty 
of people out there 
that want to see 
us succeed.” 

~ JOHN O'NEILL 


sensed a change of attitudes 
among television broadcasters 
and corporate partners, both 
existing and potential? 
Broadcasters, in our 
discussions with them, have 
indicated to us that they 
think soccer will take off, 

but they are not sure when. 
We've had very fruitful 
discussions with a range 

of broadcasters over the new 
national league and 
Socceroos’ matches, and we 
hope to announce a deal in 
the near future. We have 
some very supportive 
corporate partners, including 
the Australian Sports 


Commission, Avaya, Nike and 
Hyundai. We’re in discussions 
with other potential sponsors 
and we expect to make some 
announcements shortly. 


When the plans for the new 
Premier League were released 
in March, Frank Lowy was 
reported as saying that he 
“wanted to embrace all those 
who are interested in the 
game”. How many Australians 
are interested in the game — 
what do the statistics tell you? 
Our own registrations show 
us that there are more than 
600,000 people playing the 
game in one form or another, 
while independent research 
from Sweeney shows there 
may be as many as 1.2 
million! As far as interest in 
the sport goes, the World Cup 
from Korea/Japan in 2002 
was a ratings bonanza in 
Australia, and it showed 
there is a huge following of 
the sport among sports fans. 


How important is it for the 
health of the game that soccer 
at the elite level makes a 
genuine connection with those 
who already have an interest in 
the sport? 

It is essential for us to 

nurture the grassroots, and 
only a couple of weeks ago we 
sent out an interactive CD- 
ROM to the 279,000 juniors 
who are playing the game. 

We need to ensure there is a 
clear pathway for all the kids 
playing the game through to 
our national league and teams. 


While the sweeping changes 
have been applauded by many, 
there have been others who 
have resisted, and continue to 
resist, the overhaul. Obviously 


you expected some resistance 
along the way, but has the 
resistance so far exceeded 
your expectations? 

There is a little bit of 
reluctance to change, but the 
majority realises that this 
really is the last roll of the 
dice for soccer in this country. 
We have been given a 
wonderful opportunity to get 
things right, and as long as 
self-interest is put aside and 
we all pull together, there is 
no reason why we can’t all 
benefit and be successful. 


It was reported that you, with 
Frank Lowy, addressed the 
Socceroos before they played 
South Africa in London in 


March. What was the theme of 


that address, and how did 


the players respond to it? 

It was the first opportunity 
for Frank and I to speak with 
the players, and we outlined 
the plans for the future. 
They are all very keen to do 
their bit to help the future of 
Australian soccer and they 
have strong interest in what 
is happening back here. 
Already I’ve seen Mark 
Schwarzer quoted as saying 
that it was refreshing to see 
that their (the players’) 
concerns were being 
addressed and that we had 
shown them respect, which is 
what they have been craving. 


How important to the health 
of the game is it that the 
Socceroos play regularly on 
Australian soil? 


It’s essential that the 
Australian public gets to 
regularly see the Socceroos. 
It has been two-and-a-half 
years since we have played at 
home, and that is too long. 


Finally, where do you expect 
Australian soccer to be in five 
years from now? 

With the Socceroos playing 
regular matches in Australia 
and having qualified for the 
2006 World Cup. For a 
strong, popular and 
financially viable national 
competition to be in place, 
and for soccer to sit on top as 
the number one participant 
sport in Australia. 0 


Andrew Johnstone ts a 
freelance sports writer. 
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Nurturing the grassroots level of the sport is a vital part of the overall strategy for soccer, says O’Neill. 
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Winning Partnership 


The Australian Sports Commission is the Australian Government agency responsible 
for the funding and development of sport in Australia. Through its two main programs — 
the Australian Institute of Sport, and Sport Performance and Development — 
the Australian Sports Commission supports a wide range of initiatives designed to develop 


sporting excellence and increase participation in sport by all Australians. 


The Australian Soccer Association is one of 85 national sporting organisations 
that have formed a winning partnership with the Australian Sports Commission 


to develop their sport in Australia. 


www.auspor t. gov.au. 


Australian Government 


Australian Sports Commission 


IHE AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE AUSTRALIAN SOCCER ASSOCIATION. 


Bringing soccer 


INTO THE 21ST CENTURY. 


supporting soccer 


AROUND THE WORLD. 


\ @ 
The Australian Soccer Association Y 


selected Avaya for its voice and 
data communications network and 
wireless technology. 


Sponsors of the World Game — 
FIFA World Cup™ in Germany 2006. 


Sponsors of the Australian 
Soccer Association. 


Connecting people, processes and sport. 


OFFICIAL PARTNER 


Avaya designs, builds and manages 
communications networks. 


Telephone 1800 677 427 
Email avaya@outsource.com.au 
www. avaya.com.au 


© 2004, Avaya Inc. All rights reserved. Avaya, the Avaya logo, and all trademarks identified 
by ® or ™ are trademarks of Avaya Inc. and may be registered in certain jurisdictions. 
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